The molecule of the title compound, C 12 H 16 N 2 O 4 , is centrosymmetric and the amide group is twisted relative to the benzene ring by 14.40 (13) . The molecules are hydrogen bonded into a three-dimensional framework, with the hydroxy O atoms acting as acceptors in N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds and as donors in O-HÁ Á ÁO C interactions.
Related literature
For the synthesis of the title compound, see: Sułkowski et al. (2000) ; Shukla & Harad (2006) . For bond-length data, see: Allen (2002) . For hydrogen bonding, see: Desiraju & Steiner (1999) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Macrae et al., 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: GK2148).
The value of the C2-C3-C4 angle of 123.58 (7)° is in agreement with a geometry of the Ph-C(=O)-NH-CH 2 subunit. A search of the Cambridge Structural Database [version 5.28; Allen, 2002] shows that in similar compounds this angle is consistently greater than 120° with the mean value of 122.46 (8)°. The widening of this angle can be related to a steric hindrance between H3 of the amide group and H atom attached to C2, as the consequence of a small twist of the amide group relative to the benzene ring. The torsion angles around the C-C bond between the amide group and the benzene ring are: C1-C3-C4-O1 14.40 (13)° and C2-C3-C4-N1 14.74 (13) (Desiraju & Steiner, 1999) .
The title compound was obtained according to the method described by Sułkowski et al. (2000) and Shukla & Harad (2006) .
Single crystal suitable for X-ray analysis was obtained from water solution. Analysis calculated: C 57.13, H 6.39, N 11.10%; found C 57.12, H 6.26, N 10.93%. IR spectra were recorded with the Perkin-Elmer Spectrum.
Refinement
All H atoms were located in a difference Fourier map and freely refined with isotropic displacement parameters. 
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